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DINOSAUR VALLEY 
 
   

An opportunity to invest in archaeology based visitor attraction in an 
established tourism sector of the Drakensberg Mountains. 

 
 
AN OVERVIEW 
 
In 1999 geologist Bradley van Blommenstein discovered fossil deposits whilst 
surveying a sector of the Drakensberg. He discussed his discovery with the director 
of environmental development at the Uthukela District Municipality, and a visit to the 
site was arranged. 
 
Interest in the findings at the site led to an approach for guidance to world-renowned 
paleontologist Dr Bruce Rubidge of the Witwatersrand University, who is also head 
of the Berand Price Institute.  
 
He studied the fossil find and confirmed it was of the Dicynodont period. 
 
He also declared that his findings led him to the belief that there were most likely 
further species of that period to be found in the valley in which Bradley van 
Blommenstien had made the original find. 
 
It is proposed to create a tourism attraction based on the fossil find, focussing on the 
premise that the valley is of significant archaeology interest, and taking full 
advantage of the visitor attractions, facilities and amenities already established in the 
surrounding areas. 
 
Visitors to the proposed Dinosaur Valley project will be encourage to become 
involved in the scientific and fossil exploration aspects of the destination, while taking 
advantage of the wide range of outdoor and leisure attractions and activities in 
surrounding areas. 
 
 
THE LOCATION 
 
The fossil find is located in the Injasuthi Valley area of the Drakensberg Mountains, a 
natural scenic attraction and one of the most popular tourism areas in South Africa. 
 
The valley is located on the R10 road, close to Loskop, just off the road from 
Estcourt to the Champagne Valley in the central Drakensberg. 
 
Significantly, the proposed Dinosaur Valley immediately adjoins the recently 
proclaimed World Heritage Site of the uKhahlamba-Drakensberg Park, which offers 
visitors the opportunity to experience a unique combination of biodiversity and 
landscape, and discover the world’s greatest collection of rock art. 
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The proximity of the World Heritage Site to Dinosaur Valley will give the proposed 
project an immediate and meaningful advantage in terms of tourism promotion. 

 
 
PHASED PROJECT 
 
It is proposed that Dinosaur Valley will be a two-phase project. 
 
Phase One 
 
The first phase of the project will result in the establishment of an oversize Zulu hut 
(approximately 12 metres in diameter), which will be sited close to the tribal court 
and the school of the local community. This will give visitors the opportunity to 
experience the cultural aspects of the community, as well as the customs and 
traditions of the Zulu nation. 
 
It is envisaged that the hut will also serve as a museum to record and preserve the 
history of the Amangwe people who reside in the valley, as well as a presenting a 
palaeontology profile and of the area. 
 
There will be trained guides to take visitors to local places of interest, particularly 
those relating to the fossil finds. 
 
The hut will also accommodate storage facilities and serve as an administrative 
office. 
 
It is proposed to establish a craft outlet linked to the central hut, which will retail 
locally crafted Zulu items and goods to visitors. 
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During this phase, road signage, proclaiming the location of Dinosaur Valley, will be 
established to ensure continuing visitor traffic. 
 
This phase will also see the training of local men and women to serve as visitor 
guides. 
 
Phase Two 
 
The second phase of the project centres on the need to involve the local school 
(Njeza High School) in the scientific, research and exploration aspects of the fossil 
finds. 
 
This will ensure that the students will be made aware of the value of the findings in 
terms of the tourism and economic returns in their area, and will lead the way for 
further studies in related subjects, such as geography and geology. 
 
Hand in hand with the archaeology and tourism awareness factors, is the proposal 
that two new classrooms be built at the school, the establishment of which will be 
directly the result of the increased activity in the area, stemming from the fossil find. 
 
RESEARCH AND EXPLORATION 
 
The significance of the fossil finds in the proposed Dinosaur Valley will lead to further 
scientific exploration of the area. 
 
It is envisaged that this will involve the research unit at the Witwatersrand University, 
with resulting natural spin-off benefits for the students at the local high school, who 
will be afforded the unique opportunity of becoming directly involved in 
archaeological exploration (and resulting tourism) in their residential area. 
 
TOURISM POTENTIAL 
 
The established tourism 
infrastructure and appeal of 
the central Drakensberg 
must remain a major 
consideration when 
reviewing the potential of 
the Dinosaur Valley project. 
 
Over half a million visitors 
travel to the surrounding 
areas every year, and there 
are 3 000 beds available 
within a 25 kilometre radius 
of Dinosaur Valley. 
The tourism potential of the 

 
Biggest Umbrella Tree in the World 
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project lies in the ability to draw from the existing market, allowing the current tourist 
traffic flow to create a spin-off opportunity for Dinosaur Valley. 
 
It is envisaged that the appeal of Dinosaur Valley will remained centred in the fossil 
finds and the possibilities resulting from further explorations of the area. Rather than 
travelling to Dinosaur Valley to indulge in the established outdoor and leisure 
attractions of the Drakensberg, visitors will concentrate on the archaeological aspect, 
as well as supporting Zulu craft opportunities. 

 
 
TOURISM OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Dinosaur Valley will offer investment opportunities in terms of : 
 
! Scientific, research and educational opportunities linked to the fossil find  
! Guided hikes and walks linked to the fossil finds 
! Cultural activities facilitated by the local community 
! Arts and crafts outlets 
! Bird walks, hiking trails and mountain climbs in the berg 
! The museum and a paleontology interpretative centre 
! Outdoor activities linked to existing Berg attractions. 
 
THE INVESTMENT  
 
It is anticipated that direct and exclusive investment in both Phases One and Two of 
Dinosaur Valley will require capital of $125 000. 

 


