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THE CANNIBAL ROUTE 
 

An opportunity to invest in a unique and historic visitor 
attraction within an established tourism region 

 
 
AN OVERVIEW 
 
The late Nkosi N W Sithole, who resided in the area under review, initially envisaged 
the Cannibal Route project.  
 
He wished to create a tourism project, which would not only reward the participants 
financially, but also preserve the history of the community. 
 
To understand the naming of the Cannibal Route, it is necessary to trace its history. 
 
During the time of King Shaka, the Zulu nation was at war with the BaSotho people 
(who today reside in the Free State). It came to the notice of Shaka that there were 
cannibals living in the Ilenge Mountain area, who were persistently raiding Zulu 
communities loyal to the King.  
 
A warrior named Jobe was charged by King Shaka to eradicate the cannibals. This 
he did with great speed and success. As a reward Jobe was given the land cleared 
of the cannibals and made inkosi (chief) of the area.  
 
His descendants, the Sitholes, have lived on the land ever since. 
 
It is proposed to create a tourism attraction based on the history of the area, 
focussing on the uniqueness of the cannibal phenomenon, and offering out-of-Africa 
accommodation, guided trails and an interpretative centre.  
 
Visitors to the Cannibal Route will be encouraged to indulge in supportive activities in 
the area, such as hiking and horse trails, while there will be retail opportunities 
through the promotion of arts and crafts outlets.   
 
 
THE LOCATION 
 
The heart of the Cannibal Route is 
caves in the Ilembe Mountain, in 
which the infamous cannibals lived.  
 
It is some 60 kilometres from 
Ladysmith, in a scenic and tranquil 
area overlooking the Sundays and 
Tugela rivers. 
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It is significant to the investment potential of the project that the proposed Jana Dam 
– with the opportunity for recreational facilities and water sport attractions – is to be 
sited in this area.  
 
This site will be incorporated in the well-known KwaZulu-Natal Battlefields Route. 
   
 
PHASED PROJECT 
 
It is proposed that the Cannibal Route will be a phased project. 
 
Phase One 
 
The first phase of the project will result in the establishment of an oversize Zulu hut 
or rondavel, situated close to the tribal court of the Inkosi. Visitors will be given the 
opportunity to personally witness tribal hearings. 
 
It is envisaged that the hut will also be used as a museum, to record the history of 
the cannibals who terrorised the surrounding communities in the days of King Shaka, 
as an interpretative centre, and a craft outlet. 
 
There will be guides to take visitors to local places of interest, relating to the cannibal 
activity. 
 
Phase Two 
 
The second phase of the project addresses the need to extend the Cannibal Route 
initiative to schools and communities in the area. It must ensure that the tourism 
awareness message is linked to the promotion of the Cannibal Route. 
 
There will also be an emphasis on research and the scientific exploration of the site. 
 
Phase Three 
 
It is envisaged that the first two phases of the project will put in place the required 
infrastructure to ensure the continuing success of the venture. 
 
At this stage the potential investor will be in a position to take stock of the tourism 
potential and assess the synergistic benefits flowing from involvement in the 
initiative. 
 
There will the opportunity to formally interlock the attractions of the Cannibal Route. 
 
 
TOURISM POTENTIAL 
 
The area in and around the Cannibal Route is visited by more than half a million 
tourists every year. The majority enter the region to take advantage of the tourism 
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attractions of the nearby Drakensberg Mountains (some 70 kilometres away) and the 
Battlefields Route. 
 
There exists an opportunity to attract visitors from the adjoining attractions if the 
Cannibal Route initiative is developed to the point of being able to offer 
accommodation either in huts and caves (for the out-of-Africa enthusiasts) or luxury 
rondavels (for upmarket tourists).  
 
This accommodation option can be directly linked to supporting activities such as 
white water rafting, horse trails and two or three day hiking trails (with overnight 
accommodation in existing huts). 
 
There is the potential to develop a unique tourism initiative, centred on the lure of the 
Cannibal Route, and enjoying synergistic benefits offered by supportive activities. 
 
 
TOURISM OPPORTUNITIES 
 
The Cannibal Route offers 
rewarding opportunities relating to 
the following activities : 
 

! Accommodation in either 
caves and huts, or luxury 
rondavels, at the site  

 
! Guided walking and horse 

trails linked to the history of 
the cannibals 

 
! Cultural activities, including 

traditional dance, story telling 
etc 

 
! Arts and crafts outlets 

 
! Bird walks and hiking trails 

 
! White water-rafting 

excursions 
 
 
STAKEHOLDERS 
 
The Cannibal Route offers benefits 
to the following stakeholders : 
 

The local community, which will provide the ground roots infrastructure for the 
initiative, and will benefit through the creation of employment opportunities, 
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ranging from performing services as guides to crafting and the provision of 
visitor services. 
 
Local schools, which will be provided with tourism awareness aids and 
curriculum packages based on the initiative. 
 
Individual investors, who will have the advantage of investing in a unique 
tourism initiative, based on historical fact, and supported by existing visitor 
attractions in the area. 

 
 
THE INVESTMENT  
 
It is anticipated that direct and sole investment in Phases One and Two of the 
Cannibal Route project will require capital of $115 000. 
 

 
 

 


