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WEENEN CULTURAL THEME PARK 
 

The opportunity to invest in tourism fascination with the customs, 
traditions and culture of the amaZulu – the People of Heaven. 

 
 

AN OVERVIEW 
 
The Zulu are a proud nation that treasures their heritage. They are conservative, 
friendly and always hospitable; displaying an unyielding loyalty to their inkosi 
(traditional leader). 
 
They have a history of strong adherence to a disciplined and well-defined social 
structure, and there is a reason for almost every action or gesture. Within the social 
structure of a Zulu homestead there is both dignity and discipline – be it the making 
of food or the brewing of beer, ancestral worship or places of burial, the role of the 
traditional healer (inyanga), courtship, witchcraft or the importance of a man’s cattle. 
 
Most visitors to KwaZulu-Natal are fascinated by the observance of the Zulu people 
to their customs and traditions. 
 
This fascination and general interest in Zulu culture has opened entrepreneurial 
doors to a growing number of rural communities in KwaZulu-Natal. Whilst retaining 
the privacy and integrity of their homes, families and social structure, progressive 
rural communities are encouraging tourists to take a closer look at their culture, 
customs and crafts. 
 
The proposed Weenen Cultural 
Theme Park is a venture which will 
seek to offer tourists to the area the 
opportunity to visit - and experience 
first hand – daily life in a Zulu 
community, both historically and 
modern day living. 
 
The project will be a two-way 
venture.  
 
The tourist will come away all the more richer for having personally experienced 
some of the fascinating aspects of the culture and traditions of the People of 
Heaven; while the Zulu participants within the Theme Park will be commercially 
rewarded for sharing their way of life with the visitors. 
 
 
THE LOCATION 
 
The proposed Theme Park will be strategically situated some 8 kilometres from the 
village of Weenen, in north-west KwaZulu-Natal. 
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Significantly, it will be sited within the Thukela Biosphere, and only 300 metres from 
the entrance to the Weenen Game Reserve. As a consequence, the facility will enjoy 
spin-off exposure from tourists visiting these popular wildlife and birding attractions.  
 
In addition to being close to the N3 freeway - linking the tourism gateway cities of 
Durban and Johannesburg - the Theme Park will be within easy travelling distance of 
the uKhahlamba-Drakensberg Park, a recently proclaimed World Heritage Site in the 
Drakensberg. 
 
Since 1995, the Weenen area has been progressively developing as a tourism 
destination.  
 
The establishment of the Thukela Biosphere (where conservation and community 
upliftment is promoted through sustainable utilisation of natural resources) around 
the Weenen Game reserve was a major step. This has led to the expansion of 
tourism activities such as game viewing, 4x4 tracks, horse trails, white water rafting, 
hiking, abseiling, and hunting have all assisted to create an awareness within the 
community while continuing to place the Weenen area on the tourism map. 
 
It has also led to an increase in the number of business functions and conferences 
taking place in the area. 
 
The Weenen Cultural Theme Park will be within easy reach of visitors exploring self-
drive routes and initiatives such as the Midlands Meander, the Battlefields Route and 
the Drakensberg Drive. 
 
 
FORMAT 
 
To preserve the integrity of the 
tourism product the Weenen 
Cultural Theme Park will be an 
authentic representation of a Zulu 
village. 
 
Feasibility studies facilitated by 
the uThukela District Municipality 
and the uMtshezi Local 
Municipality will determine the final format and structure of the Theme Park. 
 
The objective of the project is to create a facility in which visitors will be given the 
opportunity to witness for themselves how the social structure of Zulu life is 
interwoven into the culture of the nation.  
 
The umuzi (homestead) will be laid out strictly according to tradition. Family 
etiquette, such as the order in which one is served, seating orders at meals and 
meetings, eye contact, traditional hand shakes and how to greet someone according 
to status, will be observed.  
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Every endeavour will be taken to ensure that the commercial factor does not 
compromise the integrity of the Theme Park. 
 
It is critical to the success of the venture that it can be promoted to both domestic 
and international tourism markets as an authentic Zulu experience.     
 
Demonstrations and public participation will range 
from dancing to stick fighting (umshiza) by male 
teenagers and young men settling personal 
differences in a public duel, to the ministrations of the 
spiritual healer (sangoma), who uses roots, herbs, 
bark, snake skins and dried animal parts to reveal 
the past, predict the future and cure ailments.  
 
The traditional preparation of food and drink will be 
presented by the women of the community while a 
father will explain the system of lobola, when he is 
charged with negotiating the gift of cattle from his 
daughter’s suitor.  
 
 
OPPORTUNITIES AND ACTIVITIES 
 
The Weenen Cultural Theme Park will comprise a 
series of interlocking opportunities and activities. It is 
planned to format the venture in such a way as to 
ensure that there is a maximum of synergistic 
benefits flowing from each product or service. 
 
The project structure will include the following 
opportunities and activities : 
 

! Accommodation; Luxury, Tourist and Budget 
! Cultural Activities and Experiences 
! Interpretative Centre and Trail 
! Arts and Crafts Demonstrations and Outlets 
! Food and Beverage 

  
 
THE STAKEHOLDERS 
 
It is envisaged that the stakeholders in the Weenen Cultural Theme Park will consist 
of : 
 

! The local community, with support from surrounding communities, who will 
provide the tourism product in terms of the Zulu experience, entertainment, 
accommodation, cultural demonstrations, and arts and craft items. 
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! The uThukela District Municipality and the uMtshezi Local Municipality, which 
will facilitate a feasibility plan for the proposed project, and prepare a financial 
viability for investor presentation. 
 

! Individual and corporate investors, which see the project as a rewarding 
venture, not only in terms of financial return, but as a meaningful contribution 
to the upliftment and development of regional communities. 

 

 


